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preface. 

T he fame God who made the world, fuftains 
and governs the works of his own bands. 

I The providence of God is as obvious, as his ex- 
Mftence. He did not fpeak things into being, 

( and then leave them to chance ; but his eye di* 
reds, and his hand regulates what his power at 
[ firft created. The Lord reigneth,” is a truth 
which will be acknowledged while there is a 
thinking, and contemplative man in the world. 
Upon no other principle can we rationally ac- 
count for paft events, or prelent occurrences. 
The bible affords us innumerable proofs of this 
jhd; and among the reft, none more ftriking 
p than the hiftory ot jofeph, which is contained in 
the following fheets, and claims the attention of 
every reader. A proper obfervance of the provi- 
A 3 dence 
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( vl ) 

tlence of God, either refpeaing oorfelves, oroi; 
thers, will teach us fubmiflion to his will. 

Jiy quarrel with God, for want of duly attending 
to the leadings of his providence, but whennc 
confider, that whether profperity or adverfiiy, 
health or ficknefs be our ftate, the whole isdi| 
reded by God’s unerring wifdom. anddefignei ; 
to promote his glory, and the good of his crea. 
tures. This will explam difficulties, filence 
murmurlngs, difpel our fears, alleviate our for-i 
rows, and tend to produce contentment in that 
firuation wherein the Lord has placed us. 



God moves In a myfterious way, 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants his footfteps in the Tea, 
«And rides upon the^llorm. 

Deep in unfathomable minis 
Of never-failing Ikilh 



( vli ) 

He treafures up his bright defigns^ 
And works his fovTeign will. 

His purpofes will ripen faft. 
Unfolding ev’ry hour : 

The bud may have a bitter tafte. 
But fweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is fure to err. 

And fcan his work in vain ; 

God is his own interpreter. 

And he will make it plain. 



’Tis true, there are myfteries in providence, as 
wpreffed in the above lines ; but fuch is the wlf- 
I dom of God, that even the defigns and con- 
j dud of his enemies, fhall eventually promote his 
I glory, andaccomplifli his all-wife purpofes. In 
thehiftoryof Jofeph,this obfervation is remarka-^ 
jifcly verified. Whocould have conceived, that fuch 
He. A 4 begin* 
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beginning would have produced fucb impory 
ends. His envious brethren had no fuch vim, 
as the deliverance of themfelves and families, 
when they fold him for a (lave ; but God 
ed this, and proved by the ilTue, that 
events are fomerimes accompliHied by the itiol; 
unlikely means. Let the young reader well con- 
fider this remarkable hiftory, and imitate this . 
pleafmg youth, who, for his ferious and mora 
deportment, at the early age of feventeen, wai 
cxpofed to the hatred and malice of wicked meii. 
View him alfo in his patience under fufferings,liii! 
chaftity in temptation, and in his Heady perfeve 
ranee in the path of virtue. In his whole lifew 
behold the marks of grace, and the fuperintend 
ing providence of God with him, nor was he 
forfaken by the Lord in his death. He founiii 
what I pray my reader may experience, thatw 
holy life will ilTue in an happy death 



Tte Htftory of Jofeph. 



ij 







C HAP. I 



Particulars relaiittg to the Birth and Childhood 
of Jofeph, Sec, Sec, 

fubjeft of the prefent Memoirs, de^ 
X feended from a very ancient family. His 
jreat-grandfather was Abrahaiji> who, on ac- 
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count of his exceeding piety, is to this day called 
ST father of the faithful. The religion of that 
great man appears to have been preferved in this 
line : for. Ifaj^c, who was the grandfather of 
Jofeph, and Jacob his father, were both renown, 
ed for their lieady adherence to the worfliipof 
Jehovah. Indeed, in that age, when men call, 
ed images of wood and ftone their gods, and 
worlhipped them as fuch, thofe peiTons who dared 
to rejed and oppofe their impious cuibms, were 
deferving.of the highed regard. 

Jofeph was the firft of Rachel’s children, but 
the youngeft, excepting one, of his father ,J5- 
cob’s family. 

His mother died when he was very young; ari 
there is reafen to fuppofe that he had no «• 
colleftion of her pe.fon. However, ttog 
was deprived of , a pious and 
enjoyed the peculiar care of a very 



II 



) 



. W And perhaps it was on account of the 
he bore m Rachel, that Jacob delighted 
“''1 this fon than in all his other Children. 
S;;* a,, a., r» ba commaadrf .h» 
IJmor^alue upon feme of their children than 
Others, as it frequently produces a great deal 
of diftrefs afterwards; which we (hall perceive 
was the cafe in this family. We muft con- 
tfs, however, that Jacob had great reafon to be- 
pleafed with Jofeph, who was a very wife and 
good child, and loved to liften to his father’s in- 
ftrudions, which we have reafon to fear, his bro- 
thers did not; for you ought to imderfland, 
that Jacob had twelve fons, whofe names were 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, 
Gad,MTachar, Zebulun, Afher, Jofeph, and Ben- 
jamin. Indeed the laft cannot*be included in our 
obfetvafions on the other brethren at prefent, 
as he was at this time too young to be much 
iioticed in hillory. 

A 6 Jofeph 
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^ Jofeph at times told his father of the wicked 
things which his brothers did, when they wer 
out of Jacob’s fight. We hope that he didthj 
that their father might reprove them for theii 
evil, and fo prevent their ruin ; for otherwife 
is very wrong for children to tell tales of each 
other, that themfelves might be preferred. Thij 
condu£l made his brothers hate him very much; 
and their hatred was increafed by two circum. 
fiances, which we mull mention before we con- 
clude this chapter. Jacob procured for his fon 
Jofeph, a very handfome coat, ornamented with 
figures or flowers of various colours, by which 
he was eafily difiinguiflied from the reft of hii 
fons, which was alfo a mark of partialiry, that 
they could not approve of. Befides this, Jofeph 
had two very extraordinary dreams, which feem- 
ed to portend fome future ftation of greatnefs,to 
which he fhould arrive. Thefe dreams we mull 
introduce in our next chapter. 




CHAP. II. 

Containing an Account of Jofeph^ s Dreams f and the 
Malice of his Brothers, &c. 

TOSEP H was now feventeen years of age, a 
^ time when young perfons are apt to form ve- 
high expedations of their future life. And 
whatever Providence may dcfign for them, they 

too 
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too frequently, at this period, make more k|t 
to obtain the objeft of their wifhes than is pro. 
per. It is no wonder therefore that the dreanu 
juft mentioned made a very great impreflion 
Jofeph’s mind. Sufpedting no evil, and meaning 
no harm, he exulringly told his brethren: “ h 
my fleep I dreamed that we were employed in ga. 
thering the fruits of the field ; we had each bouni 
up a fheaf of corn, and laid them on the ground, 
when, to my great furprize, they all arofeasii 
they had been endued with animal life ; mil 
flood in the middle, and yours, having formed 
circle round it, bowed and rendered homage toir." 
You may imagine, iny dear reader, what an effed 
this fpeech would have on his envious brethren 
They one and all cried, » Thou contemptible 
being, doft thou think to reign over us >" 
the good nature and innocence of Jofeph preven 
ed him from refeiiting this abufive 
and, in the moft artlefs way he recited to t e 



f ( -5 ) 

he had : — I dreamed 
jnother dream than the firft ; 



(fiidhe) * Moon and eleven Stars ; 

^\hey made obeifance, and intimated their 
Slid tney , (exclaimed his bre- 

KaU thy Father and Mother, and eleven 

Sl!wd....o Ando.«co«.t 

I; ,kfe dreams they plotted his deftruaion ; 
which we (hall relate more particularly in the 
„ert chapter, and conclude the prefent,^ by ob- 
ferving— That young perfons ought not in gene- 
ral toUe any notice of their dreams, as they 
are, for the mod part, only the produdions of a 
I roving fancy, purfuing incoherently tranfadions 
that are pad. Neverthelefs, Almighty God has 
fometimes revealed his will to his fervants, in 
atraordinary cafes, in this way. 

CHAP. 







120 130 140 150 




160 170 



180 



190 





220 





260 



270 









( »6 ) 







CHAP. III. I 

“Jofeph fold hy his Brethren into Egypt, and /i»: 
fal/e Rcprefentations to his Father, &C. 

J ACOB, poflefling large flocks and herds,* 
the care and improvement of which he b» : 
trained up his fonj, was obliged at times w 
fend them to feed at confiderable diftantes 



( 17 ) 

tiahitation. It chanced on a time that 
'rXks were under the care of his ten fons at 
place of rich pafture, but fome mile, 
Z home. Probably therefore they might be 
m from their father for feveral days 1 he 
good old man, whatever partiality he might (hew 
to lofeph, was much concerned for the welfare of 
all his children. So after they had been lo me 
time away, he fent Jofeph to enquire after their 
welfare, and to fee the ftate of the flocks, and 
bring him word, jofeph went, and purfued his 
journey through many a fertile vale, and over de- 
lightful hills ; the Sun, which had juft- appeared 
mtheEait, when he fet out from home, had 
gained the meridian, and fcorched the earth with 
its noontide beams ; yea, it declined towards the 
Weft, and almoft threatened to leave the world to 
datWs, before he had accompli Ihed his defign. 
But a man having met him wandering, directed 
himto Dothan, where his brethren had juft re- 
moved 



j 
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moved their flocks. Before hereached theplacd 



they faw him coming,and finding him alone.tU 
immediately confulted how they might (kS 
him, I make no doubt, my yoang friends, hi 
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. „ hd call him into the pit. a large com- 
Sreign merchantmen came by, who were 

yanyottoreg ,.),er 

'“'‘y Yfellpoor Jofeph: and having ftripped 

you are aftoniftied at the wickednefs of thefebni £'ot L co*' colours, they killed a 

thers ; but alas, who knows to what lengthspa, tid anddaubed it with the blood, and then twH. t 
fons will go, when they have hardened theit home to their father, and pretended they oun 

hearts agiinfl God ! Thofe who envy their bt«. that coif in this condition, in the wilderiiels ; 
ther, when he is in profperity, will do more tbia from whence it was concluded, that feme wi 
that when they have it in their power, if the provi beaflhad devoured Jofeph. But O, how cruel 
denceofGod does not prevent them. ButltfeenB, jmll thefe men be, who could put their poor old 
Reuben, the eldeft brother, was not quite fo had 
hearted as the others, and refufed his concur, 
fence in the bloody defign. And in order to 
prevent it from being put into execution, he pro* ^ his aged heart. Learn then, ye children, to va- 
p(^fed to let him down into a pit, pretending that, lue the happinefs of your parents, and let not 
lid might flarve there, and they not imbrue ilieirj yourcondud wound their fpirits. 
hapds in his blood. Though Reuben’s delign 

ready was to refeue him, and deliver him to CHAP* 

fcther. But this projea was overrukd, forjuli 

atw 



father to fo much pain, as fuch a dreadful ac- 
count of his Ton’s end muft occafion ! It would 
I have been no wonder if good Jacob had brokea 
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CHAP. IV. 

JofepFs Journey into Egypt, and his Cir 
there. See. 

W E left old Jacob in great diftrefs, on ac- 
count of the fuppofed death of his fon. 
With an heart overcharged with grief, and eyej 
flowing with tears, he fpent many a painful da|J; 
and fleeplefs night. j 

Jofeph the meanwhile was conduced as a com-, 
mon Have to the chief city of Egypt. Here, ithj 
true, he had an opportunity of feeing magnili-| 
cence, which till now he was quite unacquaintd| 
with. But fuch fights muft be better calculard^ 
to increafe, than alleviate his mifery. We may 
pidlure to oiiifelves the fit nation of the young 
man, without friend or proteftor, expofedinthe 
common market place to the infults of the fur- 

round* 
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.. and offered to fale by a mafter^ 

rounding 



Tfeaiielty could only be exceeded by that of 

The beauty of his perfon. and the 
/his deportment, took, the attention of one 
of King Phaiaoh’s Captains, whofe name was 
Potiphar. This man wanting a fervant im- 
mediately purchafed the Hehre^v Captive, for by 
that term Jofeph was now called. Thus our 

hero entered upon his ftate of fervitude, which, 

ifviewedina proper light, is certainly one of 
the moil illuftrious periods of his life. His afll- 
duity and abilities not only gained him the affec- 
tion, but the conlidence of his mafter ; and to 
ufe the words of the facred hiftorian, ‘*.The Lord 
vas with him, and made whatever he did to prof- 
pet” 

Indeed, whatever fome wicked men may fay, 
they are the molt likely to be good fervants, who 

fear 
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fear God; and mafters, who have fuchinfci f^edl:--''Howcan I dothisgreat vv ne ^ 
houfes, do frequently reap the advantage of tlq ; and fm againft • 

piety, though they may be ignorant of Jofeph became viaorious : Oh, that 

to return to Jofeph. His goodnefsofdifpofii^ , young reader, may be made fo too, 

was foon the means of bis promotion; but ii gyer expofed to temptation J 

profperity would certainly have been his ruin, ^ 
he not been endowed with very fingular grw 
Potiphar’s wife was a beautiful, but a wich ’ 
woman. Her impudent temptation of Jofeplj 
ought to warn young perfons to be very circuij 
fped in their condua. 

There are many things, which may tend (J 
overcome us in the hour of temptation, andth« ! 
were all united in the cafe of jofeph. Natmi 
paffions, a defirable objea, and' convenient oj. 
portunity, when combined, are not eafily refill , ^ 
but in the midft of all, the reflection this youn| 
wan made, has a bkfled tendency to pre 
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». ... ma, W.U ■,n..g.ne, Jofeph »ouU 
»el.n.hol. ,.8ca.ooa o" "’f 
5 ibrnhian, and th.diflrrf, he m.ght well 
k his father to be in. His only employ- 
ment could now be to walk among his fellow 
lers, or look through the iron grates ©f his 
ijtoiuy dungeon. Yet we have reafon to admire 
tlieprovidence which preferved his life, from tjie 
foryofhis perfecutors. 

In this prifon alfo, two of the King’s fervants. 
his butler, and his baker, were confined. What 
vasthecaufe of their iniprifonment, wc cannot 
tell, as the hiftorian has not recorded the particu- 
_ -larsofit. Thefe two men dreamed remarkable 

X tain her ends, accufed Jofeph of the dreims on the fame night ; and in the morning 
crime of which fhe alone was guilty ; andherert told thsm to Jofeph. The baker faid, “ 1 dreamt 
• raged hulband bound him in fetters, and put hit and had three balkets on my 

Learn then, not to wonder, if wicW „ , , 

Deifoni ‘ 
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head, filled with fweet-meats, and dainti« 
Pharaoh. And the birds eat them outofil. 
uppermoft bafket, as 1 pafled along.” The b 
ler laid, " J drea.med that I flood before a be«. 
tiful vine, which had three branches loaded »iii 
dufters of ripe grapes ; and I took a golden cup 
and prefled the juice of the grapes into theeup, 
and delivered it into Pharaoh’s hand/’ 



And Jofeph faid, This dream portends, tli 2 ! 
Pharaoh will torgive yon, and in three daysyoj 
will be put in the fame office, which you held be- 
fore ; but do nor forget me, when you are at li- 
berty, but fpeak for me to Pharaoh, that I may 
be releafed out of thi? dungeon ; for indeed 1 
have done nothing todeferve this imprifonment.l 

But to the baker, Jofeph faid, It willbevery 
different with you. Pharaoh will certainly relcalt 
you in three days, but it will only he to put you 
to an ignominious death ; for he will hang yM 
upon a tree, and the birds will eat your ^ 




CHAP. VI. 



Pharaoh's Dreams, and Jofeph^ s Releafe^ 

T he interpretations of the foregoing dreams 
were proved to be true. In three days the 
^frwas hanged, and the butler reftored to his 
place. But alas, the butler entirely forgot Jofeph I 
Tflislhould teach lis, that the beft of men may 
B 2 cxpe6i. 
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expe£l ungrateful returns from thofe to who® 
they have difplayed the greateft regard 

Providence, however, made a way for JofepVi 
releafe. Pharaoh dreamt one night two ven 
remarkable dreams. He imagined, that hews 
walking by the River Nile, admiring the fmooil 

bofom of ih. .™, o, pkafcd m.h 'k' a,h. .as, .0 at. toM, 

of us current , .hen Mdenly tan berlhhl" ' , ' necordingly brought 

peared on, .shanks, tha, ..re ft, wha, a change i, here f Jo. 

to the eye, >“<1 t* .h. nsfold for a (lave, is no. Handing in 
Seven other beafts followed them, that werethiil'T"- ^ ° . 
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irp’renhem. This circumftance, brought 
L mind of his butler, his former compamon 
Weptifon ; and he immediately mentioned the 
jaleof Jofeph to the King, and recommended 
foasaperfon likely to interpret the vifion. At 
:, we may fuppofe, Jofeph to have been 



and ill favoured ; and thefe devoured the beaft 
that went before. In his fecond dream, h 
thought himfelf walking in the fields, in hatrei 
time, and he obferved feven earsofcorh, growi»! 
on one ftalk, large and brown ; and on anotiiB 
ftalk, were feven fmall and blafted ears, which ap- 
peared to eat up the fine ears of corn, heat r 

Fharao* 



the capacity of a prophet, before a Monarch, 
»hoisfeated on a throne of ivory ! or reclined on a 
touch of gold ! His humility, in this inftance, was 
asftiining, as his chaftity in another. “ It is not 
ifiine, but God ihall reveal it to the King,*' He 
gi^ethe interpretation : he predi 61 ed feven years 
plenty, and feven years of extreme fa- 
mine in the land. He advifed Pharaoh to pre- 
B 3 pare 








pare food for the people, againft the faminecjn 
and the King took his advice, and put him overt! 
bufinefs. Jof^ph was loaded with honours 
riches, and made the next man to Pharaoh m 
the kingdom of Egypt. He dwelt in a palace^s 
marhle ! Rode in a chariot of pearls! And ft, 
raids, with golden trumpets, cried to the 
as he pafled, Bow the knee!’* Thus, 
young reader, you fee how virtue was rewar 
in this life. 
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CHAP- VII. 

AJmhiJiration i« hypt< 

me.icevHut oj the Famine, 

although Jofeph was fo highly exalt- 
A ed, he ci-l not forget that he oughr to be 
|l®il-joLis, as alaviour of the land. He did not ad 
IS 100 many Aatgfmen do— confume his days m 
diffipatioij and riot. No ; nor was ufelefs extra- 
n|ance a trait or his political charadcr, though 
Hs^of-irs were hjled wirh gold, and his cabi- 
nets fparkled with diamonds, and all the pub- 
Ectreafuries were at his command ; yet, he w’as 
more concerned in providing tor the tuture wants 
ofiheland, than in making an oiteiuatious ap- 
< pearance; therefore, we do not read of his ered^ 
|in^W himfcif fumptnous edifices ; but we have 
repeatedly noticed the accounts of his forming 
(tore houfes with good wheat, againit 
B 4 the 
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feaion of the Egyptians, and even theen*,, 
courtiers was reftrained by the general admiti 
of his virtues. 

Potipherah was ruler of On, and fuppofed 
officiate as prieft ; joining a religious with a 
gal charader in one perfon. ^ his Prince 
a daughter, whofe name was Afenath, who 
given to Jofeph In marriage, by whom he 
two fons before the feven years of plenty 
ended : thefe Tons were called ManafTeh and 
phraim, alluding to the good providences 
had attended him, fince he left his iki 
houfe. 

But now the great famine commenced, and die 
people of the land were ftarving for want of bread. 
The dews no longer defcendccl on the earth, and 
the wafted ftreams of the Nile, almoft difeovered 

the bottom of the channels in’ which they flowed; 

the 
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fcorching fun burnt up the corn, and ex- 
Ifted the trees of the vineyard of their fap. 
Lthis time of general calamity, the inhabitants 
of the land looked up to Jofeph, as children to 
their father, that they might be fed. And he 
fold them corn for money; and thus, while he 
fed the people, enriched the public funds. 

How truly honourabie it is, for great men to 
convince their fellow creatures, they are of real 
fervice to them in time of necelfity ,l Nor was the 
nfefulnefs of Jofeph confined ro the nation in 
vhich he lived, for his wifdom, and the provifion 
he had made, was fpoken of through all the re- 
gions of the £aft. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Helaiing principally to Jofeph^s Relufions. 

T hough in our laft we extolled Jofeph’s 
condudl, when raifed to fuch a ftation of 
power and riches, yet fome have pointed out what 
may be efteemed great defedts, that 



great a 
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charafter. Thefe, however, we (hall pafs 
over, becaufe our thoughts of his charadter at fo 
great a diftance of time from the age in which he 
lived, muft be di;awn from his general condud, 
and not from any Tingle adtions. And, indeed, 
ifwc were never allowed to conceive a man deferv- 
iflgofattention, without he was entirely free front 
fault or blame in every particular, we fhould ne-- 
verbe able to prefent you with a condiidl worthy 
of imitation. Therefore we muft neceflarily fe** 
led the virtues of the brighteft charadlers, from 
their vices, before we may uiviverfally follow them, 
Fcrfedion fhines like the fun in its meridian 
ftrength, but the heft of men have only twinkled 
like glow worms: therefore David faid, “ I have 
feen an end of all pcrfedlion which Dr. Watts 
lias thus beautifully put into verfe : 

I’ve feen an end of what we call 
Perfedlion liere below^ 

B 6 Voii* 
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How fhort the powers of nature fall. 

And can no farther go. 

But, alking pardon for this digrefllon, wemuft 
return to our fubjedl. 

-■ The famine was not confined to Egypt, ... 
its dreadtul influence was felt in all the neigh- 
bouring countries. What (hocking fcenes may 
we now imagine were exhibited among the poor! 
pidlure to yourfelf, reader, children pining with 
hunger, crying to their parents for meat, when 
there was none to be obtained ; while the father 
of an helplefs family could do nothing, but, by 
inceflam floods of tears, fhewhow much he felt 
their mifery, and how unable he was to relieve them 
in their woe. But few perfons know how dreadW 
a thing it is, for a large family to be extremely 
poor, and want bread to eat; yet, from the ideas 
we may form of fuch a fituation, we ought cer- 
tainly to be ready to lend them every affilta«e 
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remembering, that the bible fays, 
"iledTs he that confidereth the poor and the 
Inthis time of general diftrefs, Jofep s 

•.andthe reft of his family, in 

’ felt feverely. Havh.g eat up all the 
in which they could poflibly raife m t e 
they had almoft given therofelves up to de- 
Hisfons, and their children, feemed to 
n,.i,en up all further endeavours to obtain 
d aiid lived ia the horrible expeaation of 
Mybeingfamilhed. Perhaps at this time ma- 
iv melancholy reflcaions would fteal into their 
ibds, upbraiding them with their cruel and 
^warrantable ufage of Jofeph : for confcience will 
ucnnent wicked men, when they have realou to 
^^ar, that they are approaching the grave. 

- At this period, Jacob heard, that corn might 
^obtained in Egypt. News had been brought 
hofthe great provifioii which one of Pharaoh’s 









I 

rllf 






( 38 ) 

chief favourites had made for the 
people ; and how he fold the 




gram to ji 
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CHAP. 



IX. 



came to him, that their lives might befp; 

This intelligence revived their droo^.. 
and ten of his fons immediately prepared tl 
lelves with afles, and whatever was necelTait, 
make a journey into Egypt, to procure a 
But they left Benjamin at home, to bear his 
ther company till they returned. 



of Jofeph and hi, Brethren 
in Egypt. 



^rHEN thefe ten brothers reached the capi- 
V tal city of Egypt, their firft bufinefs was 
«ire for the governor of the land, who had 
'pwerto fell corn to thofe who came from fo- 
(jpirts. Now Jofeph tranfafted the whole 
Now, methinks, they haften on their way; ^ bufinefs himfelf; therefore they were im- 
fweet fields, or fruitful gardens, catch theito Uj direfled to him. We mulf here re- 
or tempt their feet to linger. The land confu ik, that he now was known by a difFerent 
cd with drought, piefcnts a melancholy fci «, which was given him by Pharaoh, as an 
of defolation. And the barrennefs of everyni! iwrconteired tor hisfervices. And when we 
dow, through which they pafs, warns them icolieft, that he had been in Egypt upwards of 
quicken their fteps, that they and theirs Aateen years, fuch alterations muft have been 
be preferved from perifhing. Thus imagini|^inbis perfon, as to prevent his brothers 
to ourfelves, that they are nearly entering 
land of Egypt, we (hall conclude this chapter. 

CHAi 
I 




hving any knowledge of him. 
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ferhaps it was a cuftom with Jofech ifhl! opened to a view fef the gardens, where 

audience in the morning of the day to, liil,«ers in variety, adorn the mazy 

gers, who came from foreign countries tlilks and the rich foliage of a thoufand trees 
of thefe occafions we may plriure to ci a moll grateful (hade. Here fountains m- 
this exalted charafter, fitting in a fplendidjijindy P'»y> cafcades faintly mur- 

ment, with all the enfignia of greatnefs5a'tl'f®“g’’ 

him : at his right hand ftood tlie ftewardd|jdjoi„ing to the room, in which Jofeph fat 

houfe, ready to receive his commands, andljsjii extenfive hall, where the architedture 

miinicate them to more menial fervants ; o|L,iii eafily prepoflefs the minds of ftrangers, 
left hand, was his interpreter, a man deepl]Sjj,„iarged views of the beauty and ftrength 
led in languages, who told Jofeph> in ik|f||,j^}^ole manfion. This place was crowded 
gyptian tongue, what the foreigners faidinfethofe who waited for admiffion to him. A- 
own language ; and likewife interpretedtoiLngthereft, we may his brothers ftood, 

the anfwers of his Lord. The intenfe t^efe converfation 

the feafon and climate, rendered necelfaryaythofe about them ; and, perhaps, with par, 
means that could be ufed, to keep the apartiB jcolar enquiries concerning the perfon and ad- 
cool: to efFedl this, the front is fereenedby (reHof the great perfonage they were about to 
thing but a row of beautiful marble piilarsi te introduced to. 

fupport a triumphal arch, which was focofii! 

•d, as to prevent the entrance of the fun’s btf they were admitted into his prefence, 

If and 
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and as they came near to his feat, thetJ. ,i .hat our feelings are not known to others, 
kneeled down (according to the cuftomofiE'^ be expofed to much greater per- 
GDuntry) and bowed their heads nearly as kt^ties than we are. 
the ground. Now, what pen is fufficienttoj* 
fcribe the feelings of Jofeph ? The moment 
entered, he knew them ; and no doabt fiimmoa 
all his fortitude to prevent the emotions 
mind, from being difcovered by them, 
for them, it was impolfible they (hould haveil 
Icaft notion of him, owing to the length ofti 
they had been feparated, and the preftnt 
ficence of his appearance. When they bowd 
fore him, inftantly the dreams, which werem 
tioned in the fecond chapter, rufiiedintojoft 
mind, and for the moment rendered himincj] 
ble of fpeaking to them. But thefe Wti 
were entirely unknown to Jofeph’s fervai 
This leads us to remark the impoffibilityofreii 
ing in the countenance of men, the impreffi«>i 
uiider which tbeir minds labour ; and, « 
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HAP. X. 



( 45 ) 

«n- having families at home, ftarving for 
ffod in this time of famine, we wnTi to 

iSi* <!• »P1»- "'S 

BBinine what they were,was refol ved to diflemble 
„hem; and putting on a frown, cried out. I 
Myou intend to deceive me ; and there be- 
ijfomanyof you in one company, I fuppofe 
are fpies from fome neighbouring Prince, 
lone to make obfervations on the land in this 
ireffed fituation.” At this an univerfal terror 
Kkpoffeflion of their fpirits, and they replied, 
|Tih trembling : “ No, my Lord, do not take us 



biiefuch wicked perfons, as to defign to deceive 
Jo/epPs ConduSl tonjuards his Brethren, &c. j^Lord; for we are all one man’s fons, and be- 

W HILE they flood in this fubmifew ^ 

before Jofeph, he faid, with a lordly vott each other.” But Jofeph exclaimed . 

“ From whence do ye come?” And tkyc-Hw'th all your excufes, for Yf are fp.e v 
fwered, » Thy fervant^i are come from to fee the nakednefs of the land. 

AmJ 
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And they faid, » Not fo, indeed,mylorii which muft be erteenl. 

our father has twelve fons, and we telheS !i a «in oath, which God has, in his W, 
Egypt to buy corn ; and one of the * * ^ ^ refle6li- 



tcffisiningji ifbiddcn to 



be ufed.' And I hope 



isdead,andtheyoungeftisathomewithhis3mjybeof ufe, to teach my young readers^ 
this day.” AndJofephanfwered,,»Itiswellil, importance of precaution m their languap, 
you have given this defcription ofyourfuai iiKias i" their aaions. But to return to Jo- 
for now (by the life of Pharaoh) ye (hallbem ',h brethren. We may conceive fomewhat 
ed by this circumftance, and I ftiall knomwhdk ihtir unfeigned diftrefs in the circuniflances in 
thereis any truth in you.” And he called toonn B»e left them. Reuben, the oldeftof them, 
his guards, and ordered him to conduft them ipowith upbraiding them for obftinately perfift- 
prifon ; and having put them all into onedunp ijiatheir malice againft Jofeph, as he fuppofed 
On, they were ftiutup, and were fed withthec* (Lord was now about topunifli them for that 
mon allowance of prifoners. One remark fea imoustranfadlion, though it was at fuch a dif- 
neceflary here, upon the converfation of Jofejl neoftime. Their minds were all filled with 
It is to be feared, that his conneftions inEgj|i mot, and their confciences loaded with guilt* 
had a tendency to draw him into very loofeta Met the moft gloomy apprehenfions they fpent 
bits, or at lead he feems to have conformed is toight, and the dawn of day did not much 
much to the prevailing converfation of the coait Sa their diftrefs. Jofeph on the third morn- 
Hence, in his lad fpeech to his brethren, herf {*edtheirdungeon,and while he heard them 
ferts what he fays, with the forcible exprefo ‘iking of their family affairs to each other, 

" ^ without 
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without fufpeaing that he could utiderftaiultlJ 

language, he was fo afTefted with their fitmi’ 
that he was obliged to turn afide and wJ „ V,iur» tf Jacob's Sons to their Father, Sec. 
fecret, before he could fpeak to themwiihm 

pofure. iTAVING laden their beads with the facks of 

u • 11 n j k- f • • . . H corn, they left Egypt, and proceeded Home- 

Having colleaed his fpirits, he ordered onti . reader ought to be informed here, 

the men to be detained prifon, and boi privately ordered the men who fil- 

with chains ; while the reft Ihould go badi each man’s money, which he 

their own land, with a fufRcient quantityofa y y £y|. Qorn, info the mouth of the fack. 
for their prefent wants, and to return withtli , , this, merely to relieve 

youngeft brother Benjamin as foon as contd ^if food, without making them any 

ent ; promifmg, that upon their return, Siw jhey were. When they had gone a 

who was to be detained, ftiould be releafed. 1 an inn to refrelh 



cordingly, their facks were filled, and theyn 
turned home. 



CHAl 



Welves and their beaits, one of them opened 
lijfack to take out fome corn, and behold i he 
found his money enclofed in the top of the fack. 
lathis unexpeded adventure they were filled 
furprize, and much more fo when they 
^dthat it was the fame with every one’s fack, 
C and 
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and that the whole of the money was n 

Each now began to form conjeanre“s upo„. 
circumftance; but the moft prevailing opbj 



With hearts opprefs’d with guilt and 
To Canaan’s diftant land they go ; 
Their brother left, confin’d in chains; 
Themfelves luftain feverer pains ; 

And, in the tidings which they bear, 
Increafe an aged parent’s care. 

The life, their food defign’d to fare, 
Their news draws nearer to the grave, 

And now> we may fuppofe, they have reaclid 
their father’s houfe. But O, when good old Jj- 
cob had heard the doleful tidings of their rougi 



ment 
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by the Lord of the land ; of their imprifon- 
and that Simebn was left behind, and in 
I he cried out, “ Ye have robbed me 



,h« ,h, Egyptian, had cn.tri.ri l<' 

they might find occafion aeainft them tnrioo. r 

thcL Thtft,ho„gh,ai„tr.af f,S l?>^ S” 

and made them journey homewards co.p,„^ |^-;'V,from this expreflion, that Jacob fuf- 

peeled his Tons had been guilty of feme crime in 
woe W’ caufecl them to be thus ufed ; or 



Ibit they had taken away their money, which 
tiityfaid they had found in their facks,.by force 
jrfraud. Indeed, he had great reafons for fuch 
tfpicions, by their being fo wicked in times pafl. 
Ills may teach children, that if they wifli to a-, 
loidthehard thoughts, which their parents, or 
oilier perfons might have of them, they muff adl 
fcwellin fmall, as well as great concerns, as to 
ileferve their confidence. Perfons are but feldom 
with crimes, who have never given a 
proof gf their folly, and want of circumfpedlion : 
C 2 ^or 
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or even if they are charged with fuch, they 
foon clear themfelves from the ' 



All thele things are 
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could not prevail mth Jacob, wh* 

5 notconfent to let Benjamin go; and un. 

>mputatioj4 ,j f^at affliaion, he murmured againft 
;‘gradousGod, who had been his conftant 
But to return to our ftory. They tol(!i!ii| pide hitherto ; and faid 
father, that the Lord of the country had co» *** 
manded them, to bring Benjamin their 
down to him ; and that he promifed to relta 
Simeon, as foon as he faw their youngeft br^ 
ther. This was like a dagger to Jacob’s heji^ 
who loved Benjamin with an extraordinary aff» 
tion ; and dreading the confequence of hisb 
ing home, he abfolutely refufed to let hi 
Reuben, who had two fons at home, an 
concerned for the liberty of his brother Sime«i 
exclaimed, “ Let him go with me ; and if 14 
not bring him back in fafety to you, then W 
my two fons, who fliall be as hoftages for biii 

We cannot but be aftonilhed at ^ J CHAP 

could talk fo deliberately of fteddmg 
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CHAP. xir. 

Tie fcco J Journey Jacob’s Sons into E^)pt, 

'HE famine (HU continued ; and indeed tk 



T 



ftate of the country was now worfe thane- 
ver. acob’s family had eaten up all thcprovit 
on which was brought from Egypt, and began w 
have the dibnal profpe6b again of periftiing cf 



want* 
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In this dlftrefs, Jacob once more entreat- 
Ssfoas to go into Egypt and buy a little food ; 
Ipsexpeaing that when the governor faw 
lem return, as honeft men, he would releafe 
jineon, and let him return with them. But J u- 
«u refufed to go, unlefs his father would fend 
Benjamin with them : For, faid he, the man did 
folemnly proteft, faying, Ye (hall not fee my 

fece except your younger brother is w:th you.’' 

Jacob for a long time argued againft fending 
Benjamin; alledging, that they were exceedingly 
irong In telling the man, they had another bro- 
ter. Judah alfured his father it was impoiTible 
» avoid telling the governor the whole truth, 
kaufe he afked fo many queftions about their 
Wes and connexions. Af length Jacob yield- 
dto commit Benjamin into the care of Judah, 
wbopromifed faithfully to take the charge of 
liim, and bring him back in farety. And now 
they were employed in making preparation lor 
C 4 their 
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the'ir journey. The firll objeft of their arc 
to make up a prcfent for fhe governor, towlioi 
they were going. Prudence ought always i 
di<51ate to us, the beft means of approachingoi 
fuperiors with acceptance. This prefent confift. 
ed of myrrh, almonds, fpices, honey, and delia 
cies, which it is likely Egypt could not produce, 
Thefe dainties however they had, when they hai 
no bread. But thefe could not fupply the want 
of that. Though we may lightly efteem 
common food, fuch as plain bread, whenwehan 
plenty of every thing ; yet we do well to confidet, 
sthar in time of famine, we fhould chearfully give 
away all our dainties for the fake of bread. And 
how much do they dcfervc to want wholefoiw 
food , who can without remorfe afte and defpifeil! 

Well ! their next bufinefs was to take money 
This they took double the quantity of what th^ 
took before: perhaps expeaing the price of t 
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corn might be raifed, or elfe thiuking to ranfom. 
Jileonoiit of prifon, if that fhould be required.. 
And befides this, they took the money which was, 
before returned in their lacks, and thus fet off 
jjr Egypt. Good .‘Jacob, with his heart almofl: 
broken at their departure, looked after them as^ 
^ras he couM perceive them, and then burft 
out in this exclamation : God Almighty give 

you mercy before the man, that he may fend a- 
wayyoup other brother and Benjamin; if I be 
bereaved of my children, 1 am bereaved 

Now the brothers haften to Egypt, trembling 
Hthe apprehenfion of receiving further rough 
lament from the governor 5 and preparing 
tlieinfelves to addrefs him in a becoming man- 
fifr. With palpitating hearts they pafs over the 
ciiccfertile, bur now defolate land ; and at length 
fen the rifing turrets, and lofty edificies of 
fefjcity of Egypt : here they repair, and 
^ S wait 
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an opportunity of admilTion to Jofeph. R, 
in the mean time, is afliduous as before, giving 
audience to ftrangers, and fupplying the peopk 
of the land with corn. At length they obtain ad. 
miflion to him. — B ut here we muft break off, and 
Tcfume the fubjedl in our next chapter. 
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tHAf. 



CHAP. XIII. 

ft! feccni Interview of Jofeph and his Brethren^ 
in the Palace ; together with the Beaft which be 
mait fur thenty 8cc, &c. 

JOSEPH, who was much taken up, with th^ 
J concerns of the whole land, which lay upon 
b, ww not able immediately to attend to their 
C 6 buHncfs. 
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bufihefs. But as he was 
to wait upon King Hharaoh.)' he ordered them 



gtung out (it hiigliti,l fftcam! 



wait upon him again at noon. 



However, befon*' 
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down loEgyi.t>tfirft to buy corn, 
.fcefuppoit of our families; and though we 
!| 'Lord that we were brethren, the Ions of 

he departed, he defired his fteward, to ge^J^ father in the land of Canaan, yet he 
a Iplendid featf by his return, as he ime„d,l * «s for fpies, and laid one of us in prifon, 
thefe men fliould dine with him. Now Sineo, rt„ttherell home under promife of returning 
was releafed from his irnprifonment, and broajl* ftour younger brother. And when we opened 
with the reft of his brethren into Jofeph’s hoiife ..fids of corn, which we took from this coun- 
But even this filled them with fears, and freliiffl behold ! we found the money which we paid 
trefs ; for they now certainly thought, that byhii irthecorn, in the mouths of our facks. We 
taking fo much notice of them, he intendeii ti nKknow who put our money into the facks } 
apprehend them on account of raking backthek iithough we are realiy innocent, yet we are a- 
money the laft time iir their facks. Thercfon iileft my Lord Hiould apprehend and punilh 
they determined to break this matter firft them. 5, as thofe who have intentionally defrauded 
felves to Jofeph’s llewafd ; and if poffible mah i» The fteward having heard this moarnful 
him theirfriend. So, having called the man# defired they would be eafy about the mo- 
they defircd to fpeak with him on a fubjefto «r;“for (faith he) I had your money for the 
great importance ; and one of them thus begao: jrn; and as for that which you found in your 
O, Sir, we are indeed moft unfortunate roee, icks, it muft be money which your God, in a 

and every thing confpires to make us more wrcrdi* jiraculous way, has given you; therefore you 

need 






Si®!; 



if- 
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iieed be under no fear wlvatever, for m J . , „ch more fanhiliarity than he 
will by no means injure you. Nay, as a * a them yet. 

of efteem, he has ordered that you fhoulJj'^'‘‘*®fl*erning their journey, and of 
with him to-day.” Mre, sad co ^ ,< [s your father well . 

This converfetion tended to quiet theiriJr^'JI,M^^^ whom ye fpake 
and they immediately began to prepare for \ai they anfwered him, fay' g. 
entertainment, which jofeph propofed ,o ^ , tr father, is yet alive, 
them at noon. 1 heir beafts werepovided ^ health.” And as they fpokej^^^^^^ 
and agreeable to the cuftom of the countq,|| J jown their heads, and ma 
wafhed their feet. And now they were all li ^nd thus was his dream u 

in getting ready the prefeiit which theybroogl family bowed before him . an 

that they might deliver it in order to the M .v,r«as acknowledged his fervant. ^ ee 
nor, upon his return. ^1, of that dream in chapter 2.) No doubt 

. .. . taeintolofeph’smind, as foonashe faw 

At length Jofeph arrived, with allhisretw turning his face to- 

and after he had gone to his own apartnid ^.^ther Benjamin; and 

they were permitted to enter, and obtained “ Is this your brother, of 

audience. They approached him with the^ j ^^en they 

fent in the name of their father; was, he faid, » God be gracious to 

they bowed themfelves down even to th«gro« ^j^felf almoft 

uriable 



I 









Ba 



1^- 






, 1.1 



f ) t re? ) 

M'wble to keep from difcoverine to fl. 

was. The tears flood in his eyes W»b, » 

panted to be unburdened. R,,f m Jto try whether his brothers would envy 

planation at prefent. he w-ent intoTl"'”' Ifc honour, as they had formerly done him- 
at hand, and indulged his feelin^e ..-.r." rfrnthim five times as much meat as he did 



nVC lUUta * -- , 

make him a glutton ; but perhaps this 
joffetting fo much before him, was reek- 
la great compliment in that age, 

and drinking 



at hand, and indulged his feelings wirf Itnthim five times as much meat as he did 
of tears. the others. Not that we can fuppofe 

A, length he recovered, "’™’ *“ 

face, went out to them again ; and ordered 
fervants to bring forward the dinner. Aa 
ingly three tables were fet, one for Jofeph.as, 
fter of the houfe, one for the Egyptians, who 
tended upon him, and another fpr the foiis 
Jacob, at the lower end of the room. The 
fon for thus feparating them was, thatthe 
tians would not eat with any Hebrews, L. 
they were accuflomed to kill and partake of tL 
beafls which the Egyptians, through theirigM 
ranee, worlhipped as Gods. 



I now they are eating, 
erry. Therefore let us learc them. 
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l-hispnrpofc. His fteward wa, ordered t* 
:,hrir Jacks, and again to put every man s mo- 
Itoo his rack ; and alfo, to put Jofeph s fil- 
tm into Benjamin's fack. Things being 
iis prepared, as foon as it was light m the 

®ine, they purfued their journey homewards. 

Jiloubt, they returned with lighter hearts than 
l^eaiae with ; and with more joy and alapri- 
they returned with to C unsun the lufi 



Safe, they efteem a dang’rous wa/j 
And light their burdens are ; 

Becaufe a fmiling providence 
Has bauifli’d all their care* 

he' difcmrtuitj 

But all human felicity is tranfient, and is foom 
JOSEPH, being determined to detain hit f*;; At times, when we rejoice the moll we 
J thren longer in Egypt, and toputtheirW “^jently on the brink of the greatell d.f- 
ers to a farther tell, contrived a fchemeto« Smt was here : They conceived, that all 

thcir 



i<: 



i 
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their difficulties were overcome, and tb 
now nothing to do but go home, andt] 
Father the profperity of their journey, 
while they are encouraging in themfelves 
pleafing thoughts, they looked back, and: 
feph^s fteward, and a company of menwit1i| 
following hard after them. The meaning 
they could not poflihty interpret. But, 
confeious they had done no harm whilein 
they immediately flopped Ihort, and 
they were overtaken. The Steward, whei| 
came up with them, began to accufe 
having robbed his mafler. The guilt of 
was exceedingly aggravated by all the li 
which Had been fhewn to them 
faith he, have ye rewarded evil for 
ye not taken my Lord’s filver cup, out of 
he drinketh continually? and by which 
through fome fecrtjt power, he can findouii 
and unknown things/^ 



( 69 ) 

words, they were llruck^with aftonifli-r 
aias foon as they had collefted them- 
they argued the matter with him, and 
the impropriety of his charge. 

tcod forbid! that thy fervants Ihould do 
ii thing. Has not our former condud been 
might remove every fufpicion of guih 
us? Did we not bring back to Egypt the 
which we found in our facks j though, in- 
we were allured, that we had faithfully 
^iihe price of the corn unto my Lord ? Nay, 
pyeyou a farther proof of our innocence, we 
interned to fubinit to a general karch, and 
liiim,upon whom you find the cup, die 1 and 
iteftof us, as accomplices in the offence, will he 
bond Haves for ever 1” Ah I poor men, little 
kykr.ow, what they faid, and what mifery 
3'd have been entailed upon them and their 
liii, if their own propofition had been at- 
tend- 









( 70 ) 






{ 71 ) 



tended to. When they had done fpeaki„, , feorfves by hafty expreffions and w,(he». 
fte^a.‘d raid, » Your ofFer is accept 2 ’^ Jwe are brought to the teft. and our inno- 
Ihall be dealt with according to your ow„S;-e proved; for our uncaut.ous words .nay 
therefore, we will begin the fearch.” Soft *te greater trouble than we can at pre en 
immediately unloaded their beafls, and on! Butto return to our ftory. There 

their fades, one by one ; beginning withth!fe 5»*>oft'no way for^ their efcape ; fo turning 
of the oldeft, and fo proceeding regularly doi d*?'" Reward, they went with di - 

to the youiigeft. And when they came toB« Wminds, and dejefted appearance, to the 




jamin’s fack, the cup was found. But who 



;ffld were once more brought before Jofeph : 



deferibe the terror and diftraaion which inlho! ^^spacity of criminals, who had no 
ly feized the whole company? they, who « *ionsleft, but that of hearing afentenw 
juft before rejoicing in their fuppofed innoceno ^is lips, and to be immedi- 

are now detected with the ftrongeft marks i (enioved to fuffer the execution of it. 

guilt and infamy. And, although they wereffi afumed all that dignity and anger 

confeious, that they were not really the aggrd Appearance, which might befpeak offended 
fbrs, yet, according to their own delire, till juefs: and faid, “ What ! had you not only 
were now left without hope of being releali btfs enough to rob me, but alfo ignorance 

themfelves; and with the gloomy apprehenC* ,j„,o think I Ihould jetea you? Do 

of breaking their father’s heart by their del^ tftiii, ^ man «f my ftati.n and charaaer is 
This may teach us, to be very cautious m ja®- 

lyit! 








in} { 73 ) 

•ot capable of finding out your dark and* « one, whom he called Benjamin ; and the 
defigns?” And Judah, ftandinguptofo ^r, whofe name was Jofeph, went out, into the 
the reft, faid, “ What (hall we fay tomyh kWi.' *’*^^^* ' 

or how can we clear ourfelvea? Behdd,lXerefore, hefet the whole of his afFedion upon 
all your (laves ; both we, and the raan«^ refufed for a long time to let him 

whom the cup was found.” But Jofeph anfi wie with us to Egypt, left any mifehief fhould 
ed : ** No I God forbid, that I Ihouldpunili idalhim. And, indeed, when at laft we perfuaded 
innocent with the guilty I the man who hi imtolet him go, we thought his aged heart 
cup, I will make a (lave ; but as foryou,yej Kwld break at parting from him. Ami if we 
i^eturn to your father and families in pejq iwld return without him, as foon as he fees we 
Then Judah, perceiving an inclination in Knot our brother Benjamin with us, he will 
mind to fliew mercy, took advantage of the- iffelydie, for hislifeis bound up in the lifeof the 
portuniry ; and drawing near to him, faid," And befides this, thy fervant became 
m; Lord, let thy fervant fpeakawordin Rtyfor the lad unto his father; And 1 faid. 
Lord's ear ; and let not thine anger burnj^ ibringhim not back, and fet him before thee, 
thy fervant ; for thou art great and powerful bletme bear the blame forever. Therefore, 
Pharaoh I Tltou didft compel us to bring! Omy Lord, take pity on our father, and 
younger brother down to Egypt, or elfewei -“tj me as a bond flave inllead of Benjamin, and 
have perifhed tor want of food, Nowour^ ^bimgowith his brethren to his father ; left 
had two fons, whom he particularly delighted* the evil which lhall come upon my father!” 

” D This 




I' 








( 74 ) 

This fpecch of Judah’s had fuch an efFea\ipsi 
lofeph, that he could no longer reftrainiln 
tender emotions of his foul, but was obliged} 
make himfelf known to them. But this\ye» 
ferve for the next chapter- 



C H A P. XV. 



ffhmkes himfelf knonvn to his Brethren^ and 
other Circumjiances* 

0SE?H was too flrongly affefted to make 
(HA_I .^7 Judah had advanced, 

affeaions were in motion ; his heart 
^ 2 melted 
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melted into tendernefs, and Ins eyes overSw,} to come near to him ; and he 

with tears. It was in vain to attempt tocoM \ofeph, your brother, whom ye fold 

from them any longer, what his burdened fa| &>" jo„>t let the recolleaion of that 

laboured to expofe. So he immediately ordtitj of yours too much diftrefs you ; 

with a loud voice, all his fervants andattenda providence of God which 

to leave the room ; which they having done,! j be advanced tO 

firft gave vent to his feelings, by weeping aU JuJ > ph^rzoh 

fo that all who were in the houfe h'M J inftrument of faving your lives 

were aftohifhed at his apparent diftrefs. Hk f famine.” And vvith many fuch 

his brethren were ^'^ed ^reined them, and chearfully enter- 

nnaccountable change m his ^hem that day. And the Egyptians were 

his words, as foon as he had ^ • _iad, and made merry, when they 

furprized them ftiU more : ‘ ( ai ) relations of Jofeph were come 

feph; doth my father yet lown thither. Pharaoh, when he was informed 

fufficiently deferibe, t e ^ ofit, ordered, that they fhonld take provifion foi^ 

duced upon them. They tlieirprefent wants, and go into Canaan, and 

moment, in circumftances w ..j. jjjj bring down their father Jacob to Egypt, that he 

not the leaft conception o . r.. ,,non|i ®igiitbe fed, and dwell in the very heft oi the 

feized their minds, ^^d confhfion ^ ^ 

„„„,=nancc. S»r.W at fo u™-!*** 





I 






land, 



( 78 ) 

Accordingly, Jofeph provided them ,in 

aiil 



waggons, that might convey their father, 
their families, and goods, down to Egypt. 



( 79 ) 

. ,n thev told him, that Jofeph was yet 
!Lot believe it, but feared that they meant 



ffould not 
iinpofe upon him. 



However, after one ot 



thefe, he fent to Jacob a prefent of » "^7 ^^^fcAed the whole affair, concerning 

felling him for a flave, and all the fteps 

. , p . . . ,i,ich brought him to this honour ; and when 

and to Benjamin he gave ^he prefent, which 



things, and corn and bread, which loaded twcniy 
afTes. And to all his brethren he gave 
fait s of clothes 

hundred pieces of filver. So they left Egyp; 

and travelled towards thdrnadvecountry « ecftafy or joy 

now they fpend the.r time and way ui talkmga ’ , ^ yet alive ; 1 will go 

the ftrange providences, which had taken jta ihimbefo.e Idie.*>' 
fince they came down to the land. Jofeph, 



feph had fent to him, then he believed their 
nnA in an ecftafy of joy, It is e- 



his magnificence, etnploy their thoughts, d 
they rejoice at bearing the good news to their fi- 



Here, reader, paufe, and confider the foolifh- 
ntfbof murmuring,' and being fretful and difcon- 



ther, which they were now capable of, h when providences frown ; becaufe we fee 
length, after a profperous journey, they arriven b. foon God can alter our ttare, and m ike the 
home, and Jacob faw them with much joy, be- Tnoft trying circumftaiices appear to be, in the 
caufe it difpelled the gloomy apprehenfions k tad, wife and gracious difpeafations I 
had entertained. 




I 







Jacob goes into Egygt \ fiamU kjon Pharaoh 
in the Land oj Gojheuy &c. &c. 

H aving fconfeltled all their concernsinCa. 
naan, Jacoband his lamily fet off in the car- 

riages which Jofeph had fent for them 



( 8r ) 

to take their journey to that nation. Hav- 
,V gone part Of the way, God appeared to Jacob 
\ight in a dream, and encouraged him ro 
ceed on his journey ; promifing to be with 
him, and to blefs him and his children, and to 
make them a great and mighty nation. With 
this promife of favour and prote(5lion, the old 
man chearfally purfued his way, filled with the 
pleafing expedation of foon feeing his beloved 
Jofeph, after a long abfence of near forty years ! 

went on b:fore, and informed Jofeph 
that his father Jacob was coming to him. Upon 
ihich, Jofeph made ready his chariot, and went 
ijwn to meet his father, and lighted upon him 
ad his company, juft as they entered Goflten, a 
froviiice which lay juft at the entrance of Egypt, 
fiereafeene too affedling for full deferiprion, is 
prefented to view. Overwhelmed with joy, the 
good old man is drowned in tears, and rend_ red 
^ S incapa^ 









( 82 ) 

incapable of exprefling the conftiding feelings of 
his foul. Jofeph, pierced with the fenfauons.ai 
beholding the face of his father, furrowed wlih 
grief and age, fell upon his neck, and mingld 
his own tears with thofe of Jacob’s. Asfoonaj 
the firft tranfport of pafiion abated, the good old 
patriarch exclaimed, Now let me die, fined 
have feep thy face, becaufe thou art yet alive.” 
*We are here cpnftrained to admire theleadingsof 
divine providence, which after fo many changs, 
thus brought all the concerns of this family loan 
happy iffue. How little rationality do they Diew, 
who attribute all thefe concerns and pccurrenw 
to blind chance, while wil'dom and goodnts 

fhinc foconfpicuous through the whole! Jol'l* 
having provided accommodations for his (aiW 
Lbf«h,c„, " 

the.,., be teturneb to 'b' 
to afk of the king, where ^ily fliouW 

^tEgypt. So4te took fivetof his breth 



( ) , 

• • . Juced to Pharaoh ; and informed huji. 
The had left his father and the^reft of their 
2 iL in Goflien. And Pharaoh ordered that 

S..M .«in« .be 1.M of Golhe.., m 

iof the land, and that they fhould be made 
overfeers of bis cdttle. 

After this, Jdfeph brought Jacob in before 
Fharaoh. And Jacob, with the fimphciry of a 
patriarch, and the authority of old age, blelled 
Pharaoh in the name of Jehovah. The king, 
ftruck with his ancient forrrt, *lnd reverent ap- 
pearance, enrjifired how old he was. i o v;nidi 
Jacob anfwered , The days of the years of my 

pilgrimage, are an hundred and thirty years ; few 
andevil have the day^> of the years of my life been, 
>nd have not attained unto the days of the years 
ofthelifeofmyfathers, in the days of their pilgrim- 
“‘V’ Who can help admiring the eftimate this 
)d man made of human life ? How he Ipeaks 
D 6 ^ 
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of days and years, as equally fleeting andvaiji. 
and how few he efteems that vaft number c{ 
years, which appear fo prodigious in profpeft, 

How faft time fleers his rapid courfe. 
Without the leafl delay; 

. No artful wiles, nor ftrongeft force, 

Can e’er impede his way. 

Thqughtlefs we glide with cpn'ftant hafte 
Along th’ impetuous ftream ; 

Nor think, till all our days are fled, 
That life is but a dream. 

But to return to Jacob. We muft notice, that 
he and his children went and lived peaceable in 
Gofhen ; and Jofeph went on with his ufusl 
tranfaaions at Court ; and fo we conclude thii 
chapter. 

• CHAP. 



CHAP. XVII. 

many *very important Particulars, ^ 

jOSEPH continued to govern Egypt, through 
the remaining years of the famine ; which 
^>^ogreatand general, that before the earth 
6 fruitful again, the inhabitants of the land 

had 
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heCed. that the family of Ephraim fliould 



( 86 ) 

had fold their property, and themfelvesasIlM u.fd tnai . . 

in order to obtain bread to preierve them fr^ and more honourable than that o 

perifhing. In a few years after Jacob hadfstf^ y^feb-' 

in Egypt, he fell fick, and feemed on thep<«„,i ' . gjj hjs fons together, 

death. So they font for Jofeph, to come andi . ,nd foretold, what fhould 

his father, before he died. Jofeph took hit 1, M Weffe** ' their refpeaive families, 

fons, Ephraim and Manaffeh with him,, ^etopa^^^ went to heaven, 

went to take his laft farewell of a dying para ^j,ich at- 

When Jacob faw Ihm, he faid, ‘‘ Once lthou«i 'iicregoo * 

1 fl^ould never fee thy face anymore, butbehcK ^ ^ 

God hath prefcrved my life till I have feeliew fhen Jacob was dead, his fons, by the permif- 
thy children/' ‘ (on of Pharaoh, took chaiiots and horfemen^' 

!■ y carried his body into Canaan, his native 
Jofeph then brought his two Tons neartofe 

father, that he might lay his han s upit . great magnificence, and an al- 
and blefs them. And he pat ^ JKftuniverfal mourning took place for old Ja- 

tob’s right-hand, and Ephiairn at is e Thus good men are beloved in their lives, 

becaufe ManafTeh was the e * v regretted at death! Some time after this 

croHed his hands, and laid his Jiskacholy circumftance, Jofeph’s brethren 

Ephraim, and his left-hand upon a afraill, that now their father 

was 



li 4 ^ 
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was dead, Jofeph would be revenged on 

for their cruel treatment of him fo 
ago. To prevent this, they made frefli'fubi^ 
fions to him, and profelTed their fmcere forr» 
for what they had been guilty df. Buttherewii 
no need for this, for Jofeph alfured them, that?, 
very idea of revenge was obliterated fromliij 
mind, and that he confidered it a wife and kini 
providence which firll brought him into Eg)pt, 

Jofeph lived a great nun)ber of years, andfe* 
veral of his brethren died before him ; buta: 
length, he was taken ill, and was fenfible of liii 
approaching death. Upon which, he fentfortl.? 
chief oi his relations, and bound them by oaf 
that they ftiould preferve his body, and carry 
up with them to Canaan, whenever the voicej 
providence fhould call them out of Egypt, to pol 
fefs the land which God had by promife given tj 
them. So Jofeph died, having great 



( 80 ) 

Ij^nours, and being an hundred and^ten years 



They embalmed his body with fpices and 
Irfiinies-of every' kind, which could preferve it 
[Offldecay, and put it in a coffin, ready to be re- 
wd at any period, according to his own defire, 
have thus finifhed the talk we undertook, 

Bd only add, ^ 

Learn to revere the road to life. 

And fcek to walk therein ; 

All evil ways detefl, and Ihuii 



The dang’rous paths of fin. 




Thus you’ll obtain true peace on earth. 


i 


And when death clofe your eyes, 
Will rife to drink immortal joys. 




fieyond the aaure (kies. 
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( 9 * ) 



eared, that Jofeph was the obje£l of God’s 
Reflections upon the foregoing [onW and peculiar care ; that he received from 

ken from Robertfon* s Scripture CharoSltru proofs of his kindnefs ; and that, by 

.^l^efeyeryafflidive difpenfations, he was prepar- 
1. ' |“^HAT many of God’s childrt! greatnefs, and even his promifed 

X may be the greateft fufferers. brought about. Shall we fay, that 

is outward profperity any mark the Lord cafe? Is it not, rather, 

favour, nor are the fevercft trials any tokcnofia jnethod of the divine providence ? We 
difpleafure. We have beheld Jofeph, a piosi jg written, “ That we muft through 

amiable youth, of irreproachable manners, b tribulation cnl^r into the kingdom of 
by his brethren, through their cruelty banifc ,, our affliftion,” (heavy and 

from his father’s houfe, fold as aflave mafora jj j. ^ 

land, difmiffed from his mailer’s femcewithl . , . 



loaient, and worketh for us a far more exceed- 



grace, loaded with chains as a vile eternal weight of glory.” We perceive 

reftored to his liberty, till tWmen^ ^ ? 

1 nVfl^rTa' fUu" Hon, who would nor have co® i. That the judgments of God, which are all 
The Lord hath forfaken or for?«* wlmwifdom, and are, like Himfelf, - holy. 

Unbelief would have fuggelW to ft ntyfterious to us. 

his go- 
vernment,. 



me: . . „ 

kave cleanfed n^y heart m vain. 



flic yer very mylterious 
ButithasJ ^efeebut very little of the defigns of 
peaiti * 





60 
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vernment, and that little, darkly. We muJwait 
till the conrunimatlon of all things, in orderto 
form any conhllent opinion ; and thenhowanjj. 
zing will the plan appear, when thewholeft) 
be laid before us I 



tn tjhe cafe of Jofeph, it has pleafed God| 
difcover his own purpofe, and the very 
ble (feps, by which that purpofe waseftfiil 
His aim, from the beginning, was toexaltj 
feph ; and this would have been eafy forhimj 
thoufand ways. But he choofes, for the 
of his own glory, to make the very oppofiM 
his enemies the means of accoroplifking his 
and thus he proves, that “ there is no* 
nor underftanding, nor counfelagaind theioi 



{ 93 ) 

which at firft appear of the fmalleft momenf. 
Itachain of events do we behold in this hif- 
oiy.wnderfully conneaed together, and necef- 
‘Siltj,ending one upon another, and leading 
(jjjfueofthegreateft magnitude! Had not 
Wepb dreamed ; had he not imprudently told 
Kearns; had he not vifited his brethren ; had 
loiReaben and Judah given the advice they 
Hlhad not the Illimaclites palTed by at the ve- 
iTtinie, bought him, and carried him into E- 
jWjhadhe not been fold to Potiphar, tempted 
Msmiftrefs, caftinto prifon ; bad not the pri- 
afid Pharaoh alfo dreamed, Jofeph would 
attained to his very high exaltatioa.c 




le preceding difperifations, at leaft, were the 
We are hereby alfo inftruaed, that mattalfpointed means of raifmg him to the govern- 
fhe hiffheft importance both toourfeWes anj w of a very powerful nation, of preferving 

all the world may take their rife from ciroiffl ^ towhole country, and many others likewife. 



perilhing by famine ; of fupporting the 
in particular ; and of thus con- 
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tlnulng the line, from which it was decreed 4 
the Savioiirot the world fhould come ; and th 
fore, of accomplilhing the redemption ofiT 
kind. On fuch apparently trifling and cafij 
circumftances may our comfort and fafety, 53 
life and our falvation itfelf depend. 0, let usm 
and praife the Lord God of Ifrael, ‘‘ whooii! 
doeth wondrous things/’ and to him let us chtr! 
fully commit the keeping of our fouls, befeechia| 
him, that all events may tend to bring us nearc 
to himfelf, and prepare us for his own everlaftirj 
kingdom.' 



THE END, 
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